
                   Friday        29th          February, 2008. 

 
On November 16, 2007 came the Virginia State Bar, by Howard W. 

Martin, Jr., its President, and Thomas A. Edmonds, its Executive 

Director and Chief Operating Officer, and presented to the Court a 

petition, approved by the Council of the Virginia State Bar, praying 

that Paragraph 13, Section IV, of the Rules for Integration of the 

Virginia State Bar, Part Six of the Rules of Court, be amended to 

read as follows: 

 
13. Procedure for Disciplining, Suspending, and Disbarring 

Attorneys.  
 

*    *    * 
 

H. District Committee Proceedings 
 

*    *    * 
 
 2. Hearing Procedure 
 

*    *    * 
 

n. Notice to the Respondent and Bar Counsel of District 

Committee Decision 

  
If the District Committee issues a Dismissal, the Chair shall 

promptly provide written notice to the Complainant, the Respondent 

and Bar Counsel of such Dismissal and the factual and legal basis 

therefor. 

If the District Committee issues a Public Reprimand, with or 

without Terms; an Admonition, with or without Terms; a Dismissal De 

Minimis; or a Dismissal for Exceptional Circumstances, the Chair 

shall promptly send the Complainant, the Respondent and Bar Counsel 

a copy of the District Committee’s Determination. 

If the District Committee finds that the Respondent failed to 

comply with the Terms imposed by the District Committee, the Chair 

shall notify the Complainant, the Respondent and Bar Counsel of the 
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imposition of the alternative disposition.  

If the District Committee has elected to certify the Complaint, 

the Chair of the District Committee shall promptly mail to the Clerk 

of the Disciplinary System a copy of the Certification. A copy of 

the Certification shall be sent to Bar Counsel, Respondent and the 

Complainant. 

 
o.  District Committee Determination Finality and Public 

Statement 

 
Upon the expiration of the ten-day period after service on the 

Respondent of a District Committee Determination, if either a notice 

of appeal or a notice of appeal and a written demand that further 

Proceedings be conducted before a three-judge Circuit Court pursuant 

to Va. Code § 54.1-3935 has not been filed by the Respondent, the 

District Committee Determination shall become final and the Clerk of 

the Disciplinary System shall issue a public statement as provided 

for in this Paragraph for the dissemination of public disciplinary 

information. 

*    *    * 
 

4. Perfecting an Appeal from District Committee’s 
Determination 

 
a. By the Respondent 

 
(1) Notice of Appeal or Demand.  Within ten days after service 

on the Respondent of the District Committee Determination, he or she 

may file with the Clerk of the Disciplinary System either a notice 

of appeal to the Board or a notice of appeal and a written demand 

that further Proceedings be conducted pursuant to Va. Code  

§ 54.1-3935. In either case, the Respondent shall send copies to the 

District Committee Chair and to Bar Counsel. 

*    *    * 
    

(4) Appeal to a Circuit Court.  An appeal to a three-judge 
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Circuit Court pursuant to Va. Code § 54.1-3935 shall be conducted 

before a duly convened three-judge Circuit Court as an appeal on the 

record using the same procedure prescribed for an appeal before the 

Board under this Paragraph.  The Clerk of the Disciplinary System 

shall forward the record to the clerk of the designated Circuit 

Court only upon receipt of the transcript as provided in the 

preceding paragraph.  

*    *    * 

Upon consideration whereof, it is ordered that the Rules for 

Integration of the Virginia State Bar, Part Six of the Rules of  

Court, be and the same hereby are amended in accordance with the 

prayer of the petition aforesaid, effective May 1, 2008. 

 
     A Copy, 
 
      Teste: 
 
 
 
        Clerk 


